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We want to hear 
from you
About the Community Strategic Plan 
Following each Council election, it’s our 
responsibility to review our Community Strategic 
Plan (CSP). This year we are preparing a new 
Waverley CSP which will be adopted by Council in 
June 2022. 

This important plan will set out the Waverley 
community’s vision for the next 10 years. The 
priorities that you identify will guide Council in 
developing strategies and actions for the CSP under 
three themes:

1. People
2. Place
3. Performance

Purpose of this discussion paper
This discussion paper provides a summary of what 
we’ve heard so far from the community about 
what needs to change to achieve your vision for the 
future of Waverley.

Now we want to hear your views about whether 
we got it right and what your priorities are for the 
medium and long term. 

How to have your say
You can provide your feedback by: 

Online survey 
Fill out the online survey at  
haveyoursay.waverley.nsw.gov.au/  
by 18 February 2022.

Visit a pop-up event 
Come and visit our team at one of our four pop-up  
events across Waverley to find out more about the  
Community Strategic Plan and have your say.

Visit haveyoursay.waverley.nsw.gov.au/ for details.

Visit us here:

Saturday 29 January 8am – 10am  
Bondi Beach Promenade

Saturday 29 January 11am – 1pm  
Bondi Farmers Market at  

Bondi Beach Public School

Sunday 30 January 10am – 12pm  
Outside Bunnings Rose Bay

Wednesday 2 February 11.30am – 1.30pm 
Bondi Junction Markets at  

Oxford Street Mall
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Snapshot of community 
engagement

Between July and November 2021, we heard from 350 
Waverley residents between the ages of 4 and 70+ years old.

We heard from you through:
• Online community survey
• Community workshops
• Focus groups
• LGBTQIA+ Roundtable
• Youth Summit
• Recruited citizens panel
• Engagement activities with  

preschool and primary  
school children.

We heard from a broad cross-section of 
the Waverley community, including:
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
• Children and young people
• LGBTQIA+ stakeholders
• People with disability
• Older people
• Advisory and Precinct Committee members
• Culturally diverse community members
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You told us you love to live in  
Waverley because:
• It’s on the coastline with access to the beach, 

nature and green open spaces
• It has a range of local shops and transport 

options available
• It’s located conveniently with access to the  

City and airport
• The sense of community and heritage  

of the area.



What you told us you’re excited 
about for Waverley’s future

• Streets that are easier to get around with less 
traffic and more walkable streets with better 
cycling and walking connections

• Upgraded parks and open spaces to support 
healthy lifestyles and enjoy nature

• More arts and cultural venues and events and a 
more vibrant and inclusive night life

• More cohesive and inclusive communities, 
including more events and programs to bring 
people together. More support for vulnerable 
community members including people with 
disability, people on low incomes, older people, 
and rough sleepers

• Protected natural environment and the 
greening of Waverley by increasing trees and 
verge gardens

• More sustainable living including composting, 
recycling and the use of solar panels

• Upgraded facilities and local centres, including 
Charing Cross, Campbell Parade, Bondi Road, 
Bondi Pavilion, and beaches and parks

• More activated Bondi Junction with more 
interesting places and events to visit for all ages, 
such as outdoor dining and markets

• Better collaboration and communication 
between Council, community and not for profit 
organisations, as well as more support for 
community grassroots initiatives, such as small 
grants and capacity building programs

• More representative leadership with decision 
making based on community needs

• Protected local character including low-rise and  
heritage buildings

• Stronger, more diverse and innovative local 
economy

• More visability and opportunities to learn from 
First Nations peoples and culture, and

• More opportunities and spaces for young 
people to socialise and study

“I am excited about the retention of 
open spaces. Young families will have 
more grown up children so should 
have a good vibrant community 
full of young adults and parks that 
have been finally upgraded! Thriving 
local business community that can 
support jobs for our teenagers.”

“Reimagining and reasserting 
community so that everyone in the 
community has equal opportunity.”

“A fabulous art gallery and 
performing space and a much more 
appealing cinema. A way more 
interesting offer in the junction, use 
council assets don’t sell them.”
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• Overdevelopment and overcrowding which 
could lead to loss of community spaces and local 
character, and make the Waverley area a less 
welcoming place to live and visit

• Traffic, lack of parking and not enough public 
transport, walking and cycling options

• High cost of living and lack of affordable 
housing making Waverley less liveable

• Local centres need upgrades that reflect local 
character and provide spaces to connect

• Need for more maintenance of public 
infrastructure including bus stops, footpaths 
and Bondi Beach promenade

• Not enough social infrastructure and public 
spaces such as schools, parks, and spaces for 
recreation as our population grows

• Loss of green space and biodiversity

• Economic and community recovery from 
COVID-19  

• Limited accessibility of public spaces for people 
with diverse types of disability and older people 
(such as playgrounds, footpaths etc.)

• The impacts of climate change

• Ability for Waverley Council to control impacts of 
development

• Loss of sense of community and growing 
inequality

• Getting the balance right between the needs of 
visitors and locals, and

• Rubbish dumping, littering and the need for 
more cleaning of public spaces  
as more people visit Waverley.

What you told us you’re concerned 
about for Waverley’s future

“Overdevelopment and the resulting 
loss of private green space, being 
replaced by concrete and pavers. The 
reduction of greening and habitat 
throughout the community, as well 
as urban heat and loss 
of biodiversity.”

“Losing creative practitioners 
from living in the area, who 
contribute to the vibrancy of 
the local neighbourhoods.”

“The traffic especially in peak and 
on weekends makes it hard to 
move around the area even just to 
go up the road to get groceries.”

“Young people cannot 
afford Waverley so the 
demographic will change. 
We need diversity.”
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Your vision for the 
future of Waverley
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We asked what words you would like to use 
to describe Waverley in the future. Across all 
engagement activities, you were most likely to 
use the words green, sustainable, inclusive, 
connected, diverse, innovative, resilient, 
welcoming, clean, beautiful and vibrant. 
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Our CSP themes
The Waverley Community Strategic Plan 2022-2032 
will be guided by three themes: People, Place, 
Performance. The following pages outline the key 
issues and priorities identified by our community 
related to these themes.

Did we get it right? 

Tell us through our online survey what your 
priorities are: haveyoursay.waverley.nsw.gov.au/ 

You told us you would 
like to prioritise...
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People with disability told us their priorities 
for the future of Waverley include:
• Improved accessibility of public domain 

and public spaces
• Access to meaningful employment
• More consultation and communication 

between Council and people with 
disability.

The LGBTQIA+ community would 
like the future of Waverley to be 
safe, inclusive and welcoming for 
LGBTQIA+ community members 
and visitors. 

Young people told us their priorities for the 
future of Waverley include:
• More community spaces for young people 

to socialise and study
• Opportunities to develop job skills and 

creative pursuits
• Addressing climate change and the future 

of Waverley’s natural environment, and
• Building a welcoming community that is 

diverse and inclusive.

The top things that children 
want to see in their future 
neighbourhood includes places 
to swim, parks and open spaces, 
places to cycle, scoot and skate, 
and lots of plants and trees.



Some of the top words you used to describe 
your future vision under this theme:

Our priorities under this theme:

Theme 1: People

“I feel Waverley is a very safe 
place and would like it to 
continue to be a safe place. I am 
comfortable walking the dog 
alone at night and for my young 
children to be out and about.”

• Respect, acknowledge and protect the 
continuous living culture of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities 

• Celebrate diversity, promote inclusion and 
accessibility for all members of the community 

• Foster a caring, well connected and cohesive 
community 

• Provide access to social services and facilities for 
all stages of life

• Ensure young people have more opportunities 
and spaces for interaction and recreation

• Promote and encourage art, culture and 

creative expression and participation 
• Actively drive housing policy to meet the 

needs of the vulnerable, diverse and growing 
population 

• Support a safe community with capacity and 
resilience to adapt to change

• Provide facilities and opportunities to live active 
and healthy lifestyles

• Caring
• Cohesive
• Community
• Happy

• Connected
• Creative
• Cultural
• Family-focused

• Dynamic 
• Diverse 
• Friendly
• Compassionate

• Inclusive
• Respect
• Supportive 
• Welcoming

“My favourite especially in 
the local community is the 
people. We all look after 
each other.” 

“There are lots of play spaces 
for young children, however 
not many spaces or events 
for young people.”

“Iconic beaches make us culturally 
lazy! We need to protect our natural 
assets while making the community 
culturally strong and diverse. Locals 
want to feel part of the community.”
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You told us that...



Our priorities under this theme:

Theme 2: Place

“My area is very difficult to 
navigate. There are constant road 
works, uneven footpaths, holes 
in the road and the footpaths. It’s 
very difficult to get around.”

• Support the community to embrace 
environmentally sustainable living and adapt to 
a changing climate  

• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions across 
Waverley

• Protect and increase our local bushland, parks, 
urban canopy cover and habitat areas 

• Conserve water use and improve water quality
• Manage traffic, transport and parking in a 

balanced way 
• Ensure sustainable transport infrastructure is 

easily accessible and provides climate friendly 
transport alternatives  

• Build, maintain and renew well-designed, 
accessible and sustainable assets and 
infrastructure, to improve the liveability of 
neighbourhoods

• Control and manage development to protect 
the intrinsic values of the community including 
aesthetics, size, heritage and population 

• Keep public spaces clean, and minimise 
environmental impacts of waste generation and 
disposal 

• Ensure public spaces, parks and open spaces 
have equitable access, are safe day and night, 
and meet community needs for recreation

• Accessible 
• Active
• Affordable 
• Beautiful

• Clean 
• Environmental
• Human-scale 
• Heritage

• Liveable
• Local 
• Open spaces
• Safe

• Vibrant
• Village
• Sustainable / Green
• Walkable / Cycling

“A big education program about 
recycling is required. There is so 
much contaminated waste that 
go into the bins.”

“Opportunity for Council to invest 
money in upgrading housing 
infrastructure such as on site 
batteries, options to reduce 
people’s affordability bills etc.” “Creating more urban biodiversity 

where people and nature can 
interact in symbiosis to improve 
biodiversity objectives and 
improve wellbeing within the LGA.”

Some of the top words you used to describe 
your future vision under this theme:
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Our priorities under this theme:

Theme 3: Performance

“To really make connection 
between Waverley residents 
and improving wellbeing, we 
need to start small. I believe 
Waverley Council needs to 
engage with community groups 
and services groups. It needs 
to be a targeted approach, and 
there is an opportunity to put all 
of the community services and 
volunteers together.”

• Create opportunities for the community to 
engage with council decision making, and 
ensure input is listened to and acted on where 
appropriate

• Deliver the Waverley community excellent 
customer service, with services delivered 
efficiently, and with innovation 

• Ensure Waverley Council is financially 
sustainable, and manages resources, assets and 
contracts effectively

• Govern Waverley Council well, and build culture, 
capability, capacity, systems and processes to 
deliver services to the community 

• Support the local economy to build resilience 
and meet the needs of the community and 
businesses 

• Foster Waverley as a smart, safe, connected, 
and innovative city of the future 

• Accountable
• Adaptable
• Collaborative
• Committed

• Customer focused
• Exemplary
• Global
• Innovative

• Leaders
• Partnerships
• Realistic

• Resilient
• Responsive
• Transparent

“I would like for community 
consultation processes to 
be clearer, and Council to 
follow up after consultations. 
Uniformity is needed to 
understand the process.”

“Council needs to 
think more long-term 
and undertake greater 
analysis and evaluation.”

Some of the top words you used to describe 
your future vision under this theme:
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